
Cause: Discula destructiva (fungus)
Hosts: Flowering dogwood (Cornus florida) may 
be killed by this pathogen; Kousa dogwood (Cornus 
kousa) can serve as a carrier but rarely develops 
severe symptoms. Other dogwoods growing in 
Michigan are not affected.

Symptoms: Tan spots, sometimes with purple 
margins, appear on leaves and necrotic areas on leaf 
margins or 
veins. Lower 
leaves are 
affected first. 
Infected 
leaves may 
persist on 
the tree in 
the fall. (See 
photo at 
right).

How it’s 
spread: 
Cool, wet weather in the spring or fall favors the 
development of this fungal disease. Spores produced 
from fruiting bodies on infected leaves and twigs 
spread by splashing rain to healthy tissue and 
nearby trees. Extensive twig dieback leads to the 
development of watersprouts. Infected watersprouts 
allow the fungus to spread into the main trunk and 
branches. The cankers eventually girdle the tree and 
kill it.
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Management: There is no natural resistance to this 
disease. Avoid planting imported dogwoods near 
native dogwood stands. Although not all imported 
dogwoods are infected, early infections are difficult 
to detect and the disease is hard to manage once it 
spreads into a forest. Sanitation, i.e. pruning off and 
destroying dead twigs, removing watersprouts, and 
raking up fallen leaves is important. Plant trees in 
sunny exposures with good air circulation to allow 
quick drying of foliage. Avoid heavy applications of 
nitrogen fertilizers that encourage succulent growth. 
Maintain tree vigor through mulching and watering 
during dry periods.

Dogwood anthracnose - continued

Extensive twig 
dieback leads 
to formation of 
epicormic shoots.

Twig of flowering 
dogwood infected with dogwood anthracnose 

fungus. Raised, brown spots are fruiting bodies (acervuli) 
containing the spores and can be seen with a hand lens. 
Look at the second node back from the tip on the smallest 
terminal twigs for the fruiting bodies.




