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Insect update

Christina DiFonzo
Entomology

Duke Elsner,
Grand Traverse
County Extension
educator and bug
geek, reports the yrst
captures of Noctua
pronuba (winter
cutworm) moths in
northern Michigan. As
an adult, Noctua is known as the greater
yellow underwing in Europe, referring
to the pretty orange hind wing with a
black band. This ofycially ends winter
cutworm’s reign of terror on forage crops,
small grain yelds, lawns, and hungry
spaniels in northern Michigan. However,
watch for Noctua coming to lights at
night throughout the summer.

Extension entomologists from around
the region report few insect problems
this spring —some cutworm and alfalfa
weevil feeding, but nothing widespread
and major. There are reports of spraying
for cutworm in Michigan, but these have
been predicable situations where crops
were planted into a weed mat (especially
chickweed) that was previously infested
with cutworm, then killed with herbicide.
There are also some reports of seedcorn
maggots reducing stand. Again, these
were predictable situations where seed
was planted into a weed mat that was
recently killed or tilled under. Fresh
decaying tissue is highly attractive to egg

Noctua pronuba moth.

laying females, so these
yelds or parts of yelds
are at risk for maggot
infestation. Finally,
alfalfa weevil feeding
is heavy in some yelds
in the southwest. These
yelds should be cut,
and then reevaluated
for weevil numbers to
determine if treatment
iS needed.

Rootworm hatch is
expected to be delayed
in the Midwest. This could be a problem
in early-planted corn because soil
insecticide and seed treatments begin
to break down at planting. Control may
be less if the interval between planting
and emergence is long. Also, if the corn
is further along when rootworms hatch,
there may be more damage. Why? The
root system is larger, so larvae are able
to ynd a root easier after hatching,
increasing larval survival and feeding.

A concern in many states is
the replanting of acres due to wet
conditions, frost damage, and other
environmental factors. A reminder
that in July and August, late-planted
yelds, which are younger relative to
surrounding yelds, are at greater risk
from and are more attractive to certain
insects such as second generation
European corn borer, soybean aphid
infestation, or second generation bean
leaf beetle feeding and pod clipping. 1Pm
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Aphids appear -
Right on schedule

Christina DiFonzo,
Entomology

They’re here.....Soybean aphids are
colonizing soybeans just as plants emerge
from the ground. The nymphs are on
the new growth, and are difycult to see
because they are on the hairiest part of the
plant. On June 4 at MSU, my graduate

student, Desmi, reported that 60 percent
of the plants in one of her research plots
had winged aphids. No predators were
seen on the infested plants. This yeld
emerged over the weekend of May 30-
31, so the winged aphids were likely







